
Discussion Questions
1. How do you feel about the fact that there are so many Christian denominations and theological          
   divisions? Do you believe these divisions are harmful or helpful?
2. What issues/theologies, if any, are worth dividing churches over? 
3. Can a church be eective if its members do not agree on multiple theologies?
4.4. How do you think disunity inside the church aects the church’s ability to accomplish its                          
  mission?

If you are doing the 5-week study, jump to video 6. You can do this section later.

I Corinthians 3:1-23
BBrothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still 
worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you 
are still not ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not 
worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 
Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, 
through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos 
wawatered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The one who plants and the one who waters have one 
purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. For we are co-workers in God’s 
service; you are God’s eld, God’s building. By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise 
builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any 
foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using 
golgold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will 
bring it to light. It will be revealed with re, and the re will test the quality of each person’s work. If what 
has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward.  If it is burned up, the builder will suer loss but yet 
will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the ames. Don’t you know that you yourselves 
are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple. Do not deceive 
yyourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should become “fools” so that 
you may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches 
the wise in their craftiness”; and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.” So then, no 
more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or 
life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.

I Corinthians 3 is perhaps the best description of Biblical unity. It begins with a rebuke of Christians who 
divided themselves rather than serving God as a united body. We are co-workers in God’s service. We are on 
the same team, and the body of Christ must not be divided. Why are we so tempted to divide the body of 
Christ by choosing to follow men? John Calvin and John Wesley were great leaders, but they were servants 
of Christ. Division based on opinions of their teachings reveals spiritual immaturity. In I Corinthians 3:16, 
Paul describes the church as something that cannot be divided without breaking it, a temple. Division 
based on the based on the teachings of men and secondary Christian theologies has become a common habit of the 
church, and it does so under the guise of creating a more perfect union.

Going Deeper
5. Can you tell any stories of division within the church? How has it aected you personally?
6. Why do you think the apostle Paul spent so much time encouraging members of the church to settle    
   their dierences and pursue unity?
7. If “the Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile,” how do we keep from looking to the wisdom  
   of men to determine our priorities and look to the wisdom of God?
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