
Discussion Questions
1. What can Christians do to make the church more irresistible to outsiders?
2. How does a person nd comfort in realistic optimism without falling for blind, pie-in-the sky optimism?
3. Why do the negative things that happen in the world get more attention than the positive things?

If you are doing the 5-week study with a group end here for the week, you can do this section later.

Acts 8:1-8
OOn that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But 
Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged o both men and women and 
put them in prison. 4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went 
down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the 
signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out 
of maof many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city.

Luke 21:12-13
But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put 
you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. And so 
you will bear testimony to me.

Perhaps it was the positivity of Christians that caused persecution to advance and rejuvenate the followers 
of Christ. Some of the original success of evangelism came as a result of persecution. As the Church was 
persecuted, they spread out geographically, taking the gospel with them. Jesus warned His disciples of 
persecution, but He also encourages His audience that persecution would give an opportunity for 
evangelism.

Going Deeper
4.4. What gave the early Christians the condence and strength to stay faithful to Christ in the face of          
   persecution?
5. How did persecution help to spread the gospel around the world?
6. Do you believe Christians in America are regularly persecuted? When American Christians are oended by  
   non-Christians, they often claim to be persecuted. Is that watering down the word “persecution” and      
   taking away from the suering of martyrs?
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