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Ballot 
Local Church Conference 2020 

 
Approve Operating Budget Recommended by LBA     Yes _____             No ______  
 
Church Treasurer (Elect 1) 

____ Quentin Rogers 
____ __________________________ 
 

LBA Secretary (Elect 1) 

____ Bel Christiansen 
____ _________________________

Local Board of Administration (Elect 5) 

____ Richard Dickey 
____ Joe Moerkerke 
____ Jason Hedrix 
____ Levi Kissack 
____ Chris Urman  
____ __________________________ 
 

Nominating Committee (Elect 3) 

____   James Chick (incumbent) 
____   Robert Henning (incumbent) 
____   Josiah Moerkerke (incumbent) 
____   Dusty DeBoer 
____   Sawyer Poitra 
____ __________________________ 
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Lead Pastor 
Mike Wilson 

 
This report will be different than it has been the past few years. I usually focus on numbers, but 
sometimes it is difficult to recognize the stories behind those numbers. This year, although I will 
report some numbers, my report will focus on stories. 
 

Commitments, Baptisms, and Sunday Attendance 
 
This year, 150 people made a first-time commitment to follow Jesus, and we baptized 56 
people!  
 
2005/06: 313 W. Smith 
2006/07: 341 W. Smith 
2007/08: 372 W. Smith 
2008/09: 410 W. Smith 
2009/10: 463 W. Smith 

2010/11: 560    W. Smith 
2011/12: 543    B. Wilson 
2012/13: 639    B. Wilson 
2013/14: 819    B. Wilson 
2014/15: 919    B. Wilson 

2015/16: 1050    B. Wilson 
2016/17: 1053   B. Wilson 
2017/18: 1025   M. Wilson 
2018/19: 1168   M. Wilson 
2019/20: 1175    M. Wilson

COVID-19 
 
Due to COVID-19, this year’s district conference has been canceled, and our local church 
conference is being held electronically on newlifegillette.com. 
 
It is difficult to explain the stress that COVID-19 has placed on our church and churches around 
the world, but most of you can relate to the struggle. As I sit here writing this report, I am 
overwhelmed by how God prepared us for this season. 
 
Life Groups 
We think Life Groups is our most important ministry. COVID-19 has put a lot of strain on them, 
but the relationships that have been formed in Life Groups are carrying many people through 
the isolation that the pandemic is creating. NewLifers who were originally connected through 
Life Groups have loved each other very well in this time. God was preparing us for this season 
when He put it on our hearts to invest in Life Groups. 
 
We have 475 adults in Life Groups. That's up 15 from last semester. We’re happy with 
that number because the spring numbers usually go down from fall. One leader said how the 
couples in their group were commenting this past Sunday about how much they miss their 
group. The couple noticed that the group has stronger marriages during Life Group season. 
 
Giving 
Our income (giving) is much lower than it needs to be. This is largely because half of our people 
still give with a check or cash, but very few people are mailing in checks. 
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We are VERY happy that we worked so hard for the past few years to encourage people to give 
online rather than with a check or cash. God was preparing us for this season. Those who had 
switched to online giving were much less likely to decrease their giving when we quit meeting 
together in person.  
 
Paycheck Protection Program 
New Life receive the COVID-19 PPP in the amount of $127,792.00. This will offset the lost 
income as a result of our campus being closed. 
 
Electronic Services 
Before the pandemic, I would have been one who was tempted to argue that online church is 
the future of the church, but that is completely wrong. Online church is NOT the future of the 
church. Physical connection CANNOT be replaced with electronic connection. I do believe that 
there is a place for electronic connection. It can serve as a tool to supplement our relationships, 
but not to replace physical connection. 
 
With that said, I am very happy that we spent so much time over the past few years investing in 
our online services. God was preparing us for this season. While most churches were 
scrambling to figure out how to put their serves online, we were able to focus on serving our 
community in a time of great need. 
 
At least one family is getting connected to New Life through online services: "My husband and I 
have been attending online services and are looking for a smaller group that may be doing 
some studies any help in pointing us in the right direction would be very much appreciated." 
 
One NewLifer said, “So I just wanted to reach out and tell you that last night your service on my 
phone drew my husband in and he watched it all so intently, this may sound so small but its 
huge for my heart! Thank you for all you guys do....PLUS my husband wants to help egg 
people....ANOTHER awesome moment last night! Soooo thank you for bringing Jesus alive 
through our phones, you touched him, I could see it!!!!” 
 
This was recently posted on our Facebook page: “I cannot wait to be a part of your faith family! 
We just purchased a home in Gillette, and I have been watching online for some time. Excited 
to visit soon!” 
 
Tracking People 
It is very difficult to determine how many people are watching our services online. For years we 
have multiplied the number of computers that log in to our services on the website by 1.5 and 
add that number to our attendance. That was never a huge number so we haven’t talked that 
much about it. 
 
Most of the worry that I have experienced as a result of COVID-19 has been about lost 
connections. It feels like we are losing touch with people. The good news is that last year our 
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staff decided to invest in creating Facebook groups for many of our ministries. These groups 
have helped us stay in contact with our people. God was preparing us for this season. 
 
COVID-19 Outreach 
2 Town Halls 
2 Blood Drives 

Coffee for Educators 
Signs for Medical Personnel  

Easter Egg Hunts for Kids 
Backpacks of Food for Kids 

 
One NewLifer said, “I just want to say how great the egg hunt was for our little Kiahna Barton!! 
Thank you so much for hiding eggs in our yard! My husband and I were sitting on the couch 
when we saw someone outside and wondering what they were doing so my husband opened 
the door and a girl was hiding eggs and said shhhh I’m with New Life! We thought that was so 
cute and thoughtful! Kiahna was so excited that she was able to hunt for eggs in this time of 
change with everything going on. Thank you all so much we are very blessed to be part of New 
Life, such an amazing church with wonderful people!” 
 
I cannot tell this full story, but one family saw NewLifers hiding Easter eggs in the yard of 
another New Lifer. The family has now contacted us to say that they want to get involved at 
New Life because they now see that they need a church family. 
 

ALL IN 
 
The ALL IN building project is moving forward. We are planning to spend $3.5M. $1.25M of that 
will come from the ALL IN capital campaign, and the rest ($2.25M) will be borrowed from 
Wesleyan Investment Foundation. Before COVID-19 paused our capital campaign for the ALL IN 
building project, we brought in $1,130,044.00 in commitments and gifts. We will need to revisit 
the capital campaign until we reach our goal. 
 
The ALL IN budget is nearly finalized. We are now working on getting permits. Our timeline has 
been delayed because of COVID-19, but we are hopeful that we will begin construction in July.  
 
Taylor Swan said, “When Brandon and I first moved back to Gillette I was nervous. I had been a 
part of the same church in Cheyenne for 8ish years. We tried a few churches in Gillette and 
honestly almost gave up. Every church we tried did not seem to be somewhere we could grow 
in our walk with the Lord. Honestly, a lot of churches in this community make me feel like the 
people show up on Sunday, sometimes talk about scripture, tithe, and leave. Nothing else. So 
we came up with a few criteria (things we thought were important) to help us find a home 
church. 1. Must be committed to building community outside of church. 2. They need to be 
transparent about their mission and where money is going. 3. They must be committed to 
children. 4. The sermons must be coherent and fruitful. We found all of this at New Life. New 
Life intimidated me when I first started attending. It's much larger than I was used to. How 
would we build community? Where was the money going? But, when the first service you 
attend is during the summer movie series and you're watching Greatest Showman IN church, 
it's hard to not return for the following week. We later learned about Life Groups and joined 
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one called "The Starters Life Group." Now, almost two years later, we co-lead a life group with 
friends we met, you guessed it, through life groups. Our pastor has also been very transparent 
with where our tithing is going. And when the church is in need of more financial help, like it is 
now, he provides more than just "We need to expand because I said so." Our church is 
dedicated to reaching its local community is a large variety of ways. One way is by partnering 
with a new Spanish speaking church. New Life saw a need and filled it so that those in our 
community who are Spanish speaking can attend church. A second way is by supporting 
Blessings in a Backpack which provide food for kids in our school district on weekends and long 
breaks from school. I have seen the smile on students' faces when they open their backpack 
and a bag of food has been placed in it for them. A third way is by having a LARGE variety of Life 
Groups that meet throughout the week. There is seriously a life group for every walk of life 
which supports the idea that "All are welcome." There are even life groups that meet for shift 
workers, which is HUGE in our community. One was they are hoping to reach its local 
community is by remodeling the building to accommodate more life groups and children, our 
future generation. Our pastor provided actual numbers as to WHY we are remodeling and 
expanding. Our church is expanding to continue its mission of ‘Come as you are, become who 
you were created to be.’ Pastor Mike, we are ALL IN.” 
 
Here's the planned layout. A few things have change since the last drawings, but nothing major. 
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Other Ministry 
 
VOA 
 
Did you know that New Life picks up a busload people from Volunteers of America and brings 
them to church? One week, the driver said, “Everyone on the VOA bus was raving about the 
service this morning. They really liked the message, and they thought Kyle was amazing. I met a 
lady on the bus who has been in and out of treatment centers. She has signed up for life groups 
and is working on volunteering. She said, “I really like this church because it’s different.” I asked 
what’s different? She said, “Everyone is really friendly and none judgmental.” She ended by 
saying she felt like New Life is her home.” 
 
2019/20 Teaching Series 
 
5/5/19 Who’s In, Who’s Out
5/26/19 Man on the Mat 
6/2/19 Jesus In the OT 
6/30/19 Financial Freedom 
7/7/19 God Friended Me 
8/4/19 At the Movies 
9/8/19 Kick Off Sunday 
9/15/19 HospiTable 
9/29/19 Escaping Mediocrity 
10/27/19 Work Hard, Rest Hard 

11/24/19 Thanks and Giving  
12/8/19 Defiant Joy 
12/29/19 Cap Your Comfort 
1/12/20 Love Is 
1/19/20 Created 
2/16/20 ALL IN 
3/15/20 The Road to Grace 
4/12/20 Easter 2020 
4/19/20 Bad Habits of Jesus 

 
Here are some of the messages I’ve received this year about the services: 
 
“Today at church I cried in public for the first time since I was in elementary school. I had been 
having difficulty with accepting that I was worthy of forgiveness and worthy  of having a 
relationship with God.  Today that changed for me. I now understand that his love is never 
ending. I see the power and love that he has. I have read the stories that you spoke on today 
many times over the last few years, but after today I have a different understanding of them. 
I  have been changed by what happened today and wanted you to know that.” 
 
“I invited my family for the baby dedication…My brother was not happy about attending the 
service that morning. He was dressed up and was uncomfortable. His kids laughed at him and 
told him he could wear what he was comfortable in. That morning we sat in the balcony. My 
brother was behind me with his wife and my dad and stepmother. Several times during the 
service I heard him whisper to my dad and my sister in law, “This is my kind of church.” That 
morning was also the first time that my dad, my brother, and I have ever attended a service 
together. Since that day my brother has attended church with his family every Sunday that he 
has had the day off.” 
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“I have prayed for almost 7 years for my husband to go to church with us. I almost lost hope 
that my prayer would be answered. He went to church with us today. He cried and was 
convicted. One of the worship songs and parts of the message hit him today. I'm amazed!” 
 
“Hi Pastor Mike. I wanted to take a minute and send you a message that is long overdue. I 
wanted to thank you for the way you lead New Life Gillette. We searched for quite a while to 
find "our" church after moving to Gillette. After our first service with you, we knew we had 
found the perfect fit. This year's Easter service was incredible. I am a teacher, and many of my 
students were talking about it for a week later. (That type of thing doesn't happen, ever, and it 
was amazing to hear my students talking about our church service.)  This year, I was met with 
some substantial trials and challenges, and you and New Life had such an impact helping me 
through things. Thanks you for being such a strong leader of the church and a strong man of 
God. Your messages give such insight and help my understanding. 
 
“Hey Mike! I just wanted to share something I connected with in your sermon today when you 
were talking about how we seek God when we are in crisis and need him. Two years ago my old 
boss reached out to you and Darci when I had asked her advice on a new church, my son was 
getting ready to undergo a medical procedure, and I needed God by my side. What I didn't 
know is I would have even more people by my side, supporting us the whole way through. I was 
so grateful. Today when I woke up I asked God for happiness, coming into church I dropped my 
son off in the nursery, and he didn't even cry! Then I sat down with my popcorn and diet Pepsi 
and heard there was baptisms today (they're my favorite). Then my favorite pastor did the 
sermon, and Kevin Hart was even there. It was like God was like ‘girl, here you go, I got 
happiness covered,’ Thanks for a great morning and starting my week off perfectly!” 
 
One lady who has lived a very rough life, hit rock bottom and visited New Life. She said she felt 
like our sermons are written directly to her so she gave her life to Christ. Her first step after that 
was to start reading the Bible. When she read that the Jewish women were commanded to 
have long hair, she decided to wear a hat until her hair grows back. When she read that the 
Jews weren’t supposed to have tattoos, she started the long, hard process of having her tattoos 
removed. She wants to do what Christians are commanded to do. She’s willing to do whatever 
it takes, but she, like most people, didn’t realize that the Jewish ceremonial commands weren’t 
given to us. Sara recently spoke to her and told her to jump forward in the Bible and read the 
gospels. There is danger in treating the Bible as if it is one book, and I am happy that Sara knew 
how to respond. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
One of the most rewarding ministry experiences I have had this year is getting to read the Bible 
with so many of you every morning. 86 people are reading through the Bible on the Bible app, 
and the discussion that has happened in that group has been insightful and uplifting. 
 
Kid Zone  
(soon to be New Life Kids) 
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As Kid Zone grows, ministry has become more difficult. Much of our attention has shift from 
“how do we improve ministry” to “how do we make room for all the kids?” We are excited to 
be able to refocus on ministering to kids when ALL IN concludes. 
 
We have a policy that requires every guardian to show a “pickup sticker” before he/she picks up 
a child in Kid Zone. A few months ago, a parent lost a sticker but attempted to pick up his/her 
child from a classroom. The volunteer asked the guardian to go back upstairs to get a new 
sticker. The guardian got very made and ripped the kid out of the volunteer’s arms. Multiple 
parents saw this happen and have expressed support and appreciation for the volunteer’s 
effort to protect the child. The guardian then went upstairs to print a new sticker to pick up 
his/her other child. That family has returned to church almost every week since then and hasn’t 
lost a sticker since. In the past few years, this policy has saved at least two children from being 
picked up by the wrong person (custody battles).  
 
Membership 
 
The board is recommending a change to our current process in renewing membership. A few 
years ago, our denomination began requiring church members to renew their membership. This 
change caused a surprising amount of frustration among our members, and it has added extra 
work to our staff. It decreased our list of members, and we are struggling to recognize the 
benefits of the change. Because this is a denominational decision, we do need to continue to 
have our members renew their membership in one way or another, but next year, we are 
planning to do this with an “opt-out” option rather than an “opt-in” option. In other words, 
instead of getting an email that says, “Click here to renew your membership,” you will get an 
email that says, “Click here to remove your membership.” We asked our District 
Superintendent if this is an acceptable change, and he approved the idea. We will also review 
the membership list each year to determine if there is anyone on the list who obviously should 
not be on the list. 
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Executive Pastor of Discipleship 
Paul Baughman 

 
Staff 

 
What an exciting yet challenging year for the NL Staff.  Over the last year, we have walked the 
All In journey of planning what the new facility would look like, and the work of the All In 
Capital Campaign.  Also, as we all know, we had to get creative with our ministry due to Covid 
19.  Also, here have been a couple changes to our staff.  Zach Poitra stepped into the Hospitality 
Director position taking over for Anna Hedrix.  Also, Aaron Kanatzer stepped into the staff this 
year assisting with the worship services, and with some work around the facility.  Both of these 
men are great additions to the NL Staff.  Other changes with the staff have come with additions 
to a couple of their families.  Both Grant and Lynsey Austin and Sara and Cale McCormick added 
baby girls to their families within the last month.  It’s a good thing that CHANGE is one of NL’s 
core values, as we have gone through a lot. 
 
Moving forward from today into the year ahead, our present Staff includes: 
Mike Wilson  Lead Pastor - Full Time (FT) 
Zach Poitra  Hospitality Director - Part Time (PT) 
Elena Irish  Nursery Coordinator - PT 
Corrie Tieman  Finance Coordinator - PT 
Darci Wilson  Children’s Pastor - FT 
Dawn Tystad  Children’s Pastor Assistant - PT 
Elly Henning  Life Group/Blessings-in-a-Backpack Coordinator - PT 
Jenn Palmer  Ministry Assistant - PT 
Grant Austin  Operations Director - FT 
Karen Baughman Women’s Pastor and Love Gillette Coordinator - PT 
Mitch Austin  Worship Service Director - FT 
Paul Baughman Discipleship Pastor - FT 
Sara McCormick Youth Pastor – FT 
Aaron Kanatzer Service/Facility Assistant - PT 
Tracy Bostick  Facilities Director – FT 
Jamie Stephens Custodian - PT 
Tammy Churchill Custodian - PT 
Sandra Reile  Custodian – PT 
 
Again, this is an amazing Staff who hope to continue serving Christ through the ministries of 
New Life. 
 
Summer Interns 
 
In an effort to assist in raising up future leaders in the life of the Church, we usually try to bring 
on a team of summer interns, but with the All In project starting up over the summer, and the 
uncertainty of the Covid-19 closings, we have decided to take a year off from this program.  We 
do hope to once again in 2021 to have interns on board to continue raising up leaders in the 
Church.  
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Operations Director 
Grant Austin 

 
New Life, this fiscal year was fairly healthy until the last quarter due to current events. We have 
$369,415 cash on hand. Our Debt is down to 1 million dollars. Our debt will increase next year 
due to ALL IN. On this year’s budget we have not increased our general giving from last years 
projected general giving due to the poor 2019-2020 quarter 4. Though we budgeted 
conservatively we remain confident in what we will accomplish with God for his kingdom. 
 

Budget 
• Our Go Offering last year was wildly successful. We projected to bring in $27K and New 

Lifers stepped up to the plate and gave sacrificially a grand total of $70K 
• The Building Mortgage Line has increased by $40K. We set this extra aside to help pay 

down our mortgage during ALL IN Construction. 
 
 

Giving Platform 
 

 
It has been almost a year since we moved our Giving to Pushpay. It has been amazing to see 
what Pushpay has helped us accomplish by aiding us in discipling New Lifers in the area of 
generosity.  
 
We have heard great feedback on how easy it is to give and manage your giving now that we 
use Pushpay.  
 
Due to the current COVID-19 events we have seen a drop in giving due to people not meeting in 
our building to worship on Sunday Mornings. But because of Pushpay we have fared better 
than we would have a year ago. We have migrated many of our Check (in person) givers to 
online recurring giving which has been huge for us financially. Before Pushpay (May 2019) we 
had 94 check givers. In March 2020 we had 71 check givers and 21 are now online givers. In 
April 2020 we had only 19 check givers. 
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Life Group Director & Blessings In A Backpack Coordinator 
Elly Henning 

 
As we wrap up the 5th year of Life Groups there is much to celebrate. The Let’s Talk About It 
Videos continue to be the main discussion within the groups and in the spring we switched it up 
from sermon based discussion to a 5 question Matthew study. Karen continued this year 
helping the groups coordinate their service projects and we split up all the leaders into mentor 
groups between myself, Paul and Karen to more equally spread out our efforts to build leaders 
up. In the spring we utilized Ministry Grid to train leaders. We hosted the 4th Life Group Game 
Night with nearly 275 people in attendance. We switched up the games a bit to keep it fresh 
and added “Experience” prizes which were a huge hit. COVID-19 threw a curveball mid-
semester this spring but thanks to technology groups were still able to meet while staying at 
home.  
 

Life Group Attendance 

Fall 2015     20 groups, 200 adult attendees Fall 2015 20 groups, 200 adult attendees 

Spring 2016 20 groups, 200 adult attendees Fall 2016 28 groups, 275 adult attendees 

Spring 2017 28 groups, 275 adult attendees Fall 2017 29 groups, 280 adult attendees 

Spring 2018 40 groups, 380 adult attendees Fall 2018 40 groups, 385 adult attendees 

Spring 2019 43 groups, 425 adult attendees Fall 2019 41 groups, 460 adult attendees 

Spring 2020 45 groups, 480 adult attendees 
                75 people in 2 or more Life Groups 

 

 
Life Group Mini Retreat 
With Jenn, Paul, Karen and myself we put on the first ever half day mini retreat for leaders. We 
had nearly 100% participation of the leaders and it was very well received. In January we also 
did a just for fun lady leaders luau game night.  
Success Story 
“I first attended the starter life group this past fall because I was looking for a deeper 
connection within the church, as well as some friendships. Being in that life group helped me 
grow spiritually and feel more comfortable opening up to the people around me. After having 
such a good experience, I decided to listen to God's calling in my life and become a life group 
leader. Since taking that first step and leap of faith, I have made some wonderful friends who 
are encouraging and that have helped me grow even more in my faith. Being a life group leader 
is so rewarding, and having the chance to watch what Jesus is doing through this group and 
within these ladies has been the best thing ever! I thank God daily for giving me the courage to 
step out of my comfort zone and embark on this new journey.” 
- First Time Life Group Leader, Brittney Elsasser 
 

Blessings in a Backpack 
Jenn and I had our work cut out for us learning the Blessings system and then improving it and 
making it run better. We started a very strong social media presence, did live informational 
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presentations about the program to the County Commissioners, City of Gillette City Council and 
the School District Board of Trustees, revamped the volunteer scheduling and moved it on-line, 
made instructional videos, completely re-organized the warehouse, switched food providers, 
doubled the amount of volunteer opportunities throughout the week, for the first time are able 
to say exactly how much each bag of food costs, we started a donor and volunteer database 
and had 3 major news stories in local papers about the program. The COVID-19 shutdown of 
the schools has presented some challenges but bags are still going out every week to kids that 
need them.      



 17 

Children’s Pastor 
Darci Wilson 

 
Stats (May 2019- April 2020) 

• First-Time Kid Visitors: 383 
• First Time Commitments: 85 

• Average Attendance: 198 (last year: 172)

Kid Zone At The Movies 
• Attendance: 473 different kids attended at 

least once 
• First-Time Kid Visitors: 63 
• First Time Commitments: 40 

• Average August 2017 Attendance: 159 
• Average August 2018 Attendance: 213 
• Average August 2019 Attendance: 246 

 
Changes in Kid Zone 

• Use the Online volunteer training platform, Ministry Grid, for all Kid Zone training 
o More volunteers are now completing their training 
o Opens up more opportunities for true connection with volunteers. We can now replace 

in-person training time with fun events that allow us to get to know our volunteers on a 
more personal level (Murder Mystery Dinner). 

• In the process of changing our name “Kid Zone” to “New Life Kids” (K-6th) and New Life Kids Jr” 
(Nursery). Most people thought Kid Zone only included K-6th (not nursery) or confused it with 
the Rec Center. 

• Because of COVID-19, we have to change up every way we are doing ministry. 
o Easter “Egged” all New Life families with kids 
o Started a YouTube channel called Big God Little Toys (teach kids God’s Big Story through 

toys) 
o Kids decorated yard signs and put them in yards of medical workers, doctor offices, and 

the hospital 
 

An Exciting Future 
Young families are continuing to come to New Life and Kid Zone (New Life Kids & New 

Life Kids Jr), which is amazing!! Our average attendance jumped from 172 to 198! That does not 
include the Spring because of COVID-19, which is normally one of our biggest times of the year. 
We are extremely excited and relieved about the ALL IN remodel campaign. It couldn’t have 
come at a better time. The nursery and kids rooms have gotten uncomfortably full, which not 
only affects kids, but their parents, new families, and all the amazing leaders who serve in Kid 
Zone (New Life Kids & New Life Kids Jr.). We are looking forward to the future and the amazing 
possibilities ALL IN brings to teach more kids about Jesus and God’s Big Story! 
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Youth Pastor 
Sara McCormick 

 
Train up a child in the way he should go: even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

-Proverbs 22:6 
 

Stats (May 2019 – April 2020)
• 23 Teens Commit/Re-Committed life 

to Christ 
• 99 Teens On Average This School 

Year 

Overview 
Over this past year, New Life Youth has had a spike in attendance numbers. By splitting Junior 
high student away from Senior high students, I have seen more teenagers invite their friends to 
youth group. It has been fun to see the teenagers grow in their walk with Christ. The youth 
leaders have done a great job in leading discussions each week and challenging the students to 
take their faith journey in the right direction. Just a few months ago, for the month of February, I 
gave the teenagers a challenge. We received 2,000 free Life Books (tiny Gospels for teens) and 
the teenagers gave close to 1,000 books to their friends at school. They were excited to hand 
these books out over the entire month. It was fun to see them excited to share the Gospel. The 
team of youth leaders may be small at this point, but they have been committed to serving the 
teenagers each week.  
 

COVID-19 
Due to Covid-19, we have suspended all in-person youth activities until further notice. In order 
to continue to reach the teenagers in our congregation, the youth leaders have contacted their 
teens on a regular basis, and I have started a YouTube channel where I post a message every 
Wednesday evening for teenagers to watch. This has pushed me out of my comfort zone because 
I am doing my best to have more of an online presence in order to communicate with teenagers. 
The platforms I am using most regularly are Facebook (mainly for parents), Instagram, and 
YouTube. For the past several weeks I have also held an online Zoom meeting for teenagers on 
Thursdays, so I can connect with them in that way as well. Whenever this season ends, I will 
continue to have a better online presence and content.  
 

Next Year 
My main goal for next year is to grow the adult leadership team by finding a handful of people 
who are willing and able to join the team and lead the next generation toward Christ.  
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In the fall of 2019, Life Groups served our community by
volunteering at the PB4K, prepping and packing bags

at Blessings in a Backpack, taking snacks and
encouragement to the hospital staff when the

computer system got hacked, assisting with set up and
check in at the WRC Fall banquet, adopting Blooms for
the Embrace Grace baby shower, and running a day

of pampering for the residents of the GARF house!

ladies ministrymissions

life groups serve

At the end of August, a team of 15 traveled
to Honduras to serve in the villages that

benefit from the ministry of Mission Lazarus. 
 We built a dozen latrines for families in a
remote mountain village, ran a Vacation

Bible School for children in that same village,
made hundreds of cement pavers to be used
to construct a road, and had the privilege of
meeting the artisans who make the items sold

in the Purchased Project.

In the first 9 months of
operation, the

Purchased Project
raised $28,000 for

missions!

In October, over 200 women
from multiple churches in

Gillette gathered for a day of
worship and learning about the

true source of hope.
A women's conference is in the
works for spring/summer 2020 to

again bring the women of
Gillette together to discuss our

brokenness and how God heals
and restores.

I have been so blessed this year to see God
at work in women's  lives.  Women are

growing and deepening in their walk with the
Lord.  More ladies are volunteering and
stepping into leadership roles. Our fall
"retreat" united women from different

churches.
Spring 2020 has been a ministry experience

that none of us could have anticipated and
that we will never forget. The FLO Facebook

group has been my primary platform for
ministry as I meet with New Life ladies there
three times a day, for prayer, devotions and
a laugh! God is good and He is on the move

in our community! - Pastor Karen


